
STATEMENT OF REASONS

BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL (OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES) (AMENDMENT 
NO. 1) ORDER 2018

The Breckland District Council (“the Council”) has given notice that it proposes to make the 
Breckland District Council (Off-Street Parking Places) (Amendment No. 1) Order 2018 (“the 
Amending Order”).  

The Effect 

The effect of the Amending Order, if made, will be to amend the Breckland District Council 
(Off-Street Parking Places) Order 2014 (“the 2014 Order”) so as to: 

Queens Square Attleborough

 restrict parking (called “waiting” in the 2014 Order) between 8am and 6pm Mondays to 
Saturdays inclusive.  Parking will be restricted to 2 hours, with no return within 1 hour, 
except for disabled vehicles displaying a badge and disc for which parking will be 
restricted to 3 hours with no return within 1 hour. 

 the restrictions will not apply on market days to stallholders using bays clearly marked 
for use by stallholders during the hours permitted by the 2014 Order 

Market Place, Swaffham 

 restrict parking for vehicles displaying a badge and disc between 8am and 6pm 
Mondays to Fridays inclusive.  Parking will be restricted to 3 hours, with no return within 
1 hour.  

 parking is already limited for other permitted vehicles between 8am and 6pm Mondays 
to Fridays; is not permitted between 6am and 6pm on Saturdays and 8am to 5pm on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month when the market is held on the car park; and is 
otherwise unlimited.  There is no proposal to change those arrangements

Pedlars, Swaffham 

 restrict parking for vehicles displaying a badge and disc between 8am and 6pm 
Mondays to Saturdays inclusive.  Parking will be restricted to 3 hours, with no return 
within 1 hour.  

 parking is already limited for other permitted vehicles between 8am and 6pm Mondays 
to Saturdays, and there is no proposal to change that arrangement

Pit Lane, Swaffham 

 restrict parking for vehicles displaying a badge and disc between 8am and 6pm 
Mondays to Saturdays inclusive.  Parking will be restricted to 3 hours, with no return 
within 1 hour.  

 parking is already limited for other permitted vehicles between 8am and 6pm Mondays 
to Fridays, so there is no proposal to change that arrangement

 on Saturdays parking is currently not permitted between 6am and 6pm.  Parking will 
now be allowed but will be limited for vehicles other than disabled person’s vehicles to 
2 hours between 8am and 6pm with no return within 1 hour.



For all of the above car parks:

 the existing provision within the 2014 Order for disabled vehicles to park for an extra 
30 minutes before the penalty provisions take effect will not apply as the parking time 
will be 1 hour longer than at other car parks

 disabled vehicles displaying a disabled person’s badge and parking disc will continue 
to be allowed to park in any parking bay where there are no disabled parking bays 
available 

 drivers will be required to obtain a parking ticket to enable the limited waiting to be 
enforced, and in some cases this will be enforced by an Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition system  

 parking during all other permitted waiting periods which are not covered by the above 
limited waiting restrictions will remain unlimited. 

The 2014 Order allows disabled vehicles displaying a disabled person’s badge and parking 
disc to park in any parking bay where there are no disabled parking bays available, and it is 
proposed that this will continue to apply. 

The impact of the changes will be monitored by the Council for a trial period to ascertain 
whether the proposed restrictions meet the Council’s aims, before the Council decides 
whether to revoke the Amending Order or leave the amended arrangements in place 
permanently.  Further consultation will be carried out before this further decision is made.  

No charges will be introduced by the Amending Order. 

Reasons for Making the Amending Order

Swaffham Town Council and Attleborough Town Council have asked the Council to restrict 
car parking within these car parks in order to increase turnover of visitors to the market towns. 

Currently, the car park at Queens Square, Attleborough is subject to unlimited waiting at all 
times except for restricted parking within market stallholder bays on Thursdays.  Vehicles often 
park in the mornings and stay all day, leaving very limited parking for visitors.   It is anticipated 
that the amended parking hours will free up parking spaces within the centre of town, thereby 
encouraging visitors to use this car park which should increase footfall in support of local 
businesses. 

At Swaffham parking is already limited to 2 hours with no return within 1 hour on Mondays to 
Fridays. This also applies on Saturdays at Pedlars car park.  However this currently cannot 
be enforced as there are no ticket machines in the car parks and therefore no way of knowing 
when each vehicle arrives at the car parks.  Similar issues apply to these car parks, and it is 
anticipated that enforcing this restriction will again free up parking spaces within these central 
car parks which will encourage visitors to the town thereby increasing footfall in support of 
local businesses.  

At the Pit Lane car park in Swaffham it is proposed to limit parking on Saturdays to 2 hours 
with no return within 1 hour.  This will bring this in line with the Pedlars car park.  This is not 
necessary for the Market Place car park in Swaffham as the market is held on this car park 
and no parking is permitted from 6am to 6pm. 

The Secretary of State's Statutory Guidance to Local Authorities on the Civil Enforcement of 
Parking Contraventions issued in 2016 states that local authorities should ensure that parking 
in town centres and other shopping areas is convenient, safe and secure, including 
appropriate provision for motorcycles and deliveries.  Parking policies including enforcement 
should be proportionate and should not undermine the vitality of town centres.  Any appraisal 



of parking restrictions should consider the impact on the local economy and the viability of 
local shops and high streets, and it is felt that the proposed restrictions will meet these 
requirements. 

For all of these car parks it is intended that disabled vehicles displaying a disabled badge and 
parking disc will be permitted to park for 3 hours rather than 2.  This should give disabled 
drivers sufficient extra time to complete their trip into town and get back to the vehicle within 
the permitted time limit.  It is not intended that the existing provision within the 2014 Order to 
allow disabled vehicles an extra 30 minutes at the end of their permitted time before the 
penalty provisions take effect will apply.  This is because all existing waiting limits for disabled 
vehicles within the Council’s off-street car parks are for 2 hours with no return within 1 hour.  
With the additional 30 minutes applied this usually allows 2 hours 30 minutes.  It is proposed 
that the amended restrictions at the two car parks the subject of the Amending Order will be 
more generous at 3 hours.  In addition, the Civil Enforcement of Parking Contraventions 
(England) General Regulations 2007 as amended by the Civil Enforcement of Parking 
Contraventions (England) General (Amendment) Regulations 2015 prevents the Council from 
issuing a penalty charge for any contravention where the vehicle has been left beyond the 
permitted parking period for a period not exceeding 10 minutes.  

Drivers using the car parks during the hours of limited waiting will be required to secure a 
parking ticket for display on their vehicle.  Enforcement will then be undertaken either by a 
Civil Enforcement Officer or using information recorded on an Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) system.  The Council will assess which car parks are appropriate for 
ANPR. 

Alternative Car Parking 

In Attleborough, the Council has existing off-street car parks at Edenside and Horse Pit.  In 
Swaffham the Council has an existing off-street car park at Theatre Street.  All of these car 
parks are within limited additional walking distance of the town centre, are available at all times 
for unlimited parking with no charges and will not form part of this trial.  These car parks should 
provide sufficient space for displaced vehicles.  There is also on-street car parking in 
Attleborough.  


